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Vanessa Valenzuela: Today’s date is October 14, 2016.  We are in Caruthers, California, at the 

Korean War Veterans Memorial, with Richard Adams.  He will be interviewed by Vanessa 

Valenzuela.  This interview is part of the Central California War Veterans Oral History Project. 

The tape and transcript will be kept permanently at the Madden Library at California State 

University, Fresno.  

VV:  So, when and where were you born? 

RA:  Porterville, 1932.  

VV:  Tell me about your childhood and growing up.  Are there any special memories? 

RA:  I went to school to play football and basketball.  And track.  But I was just a little skinny 

kid.  

VV: What prompted you to enter the military and which branch of service did you enter? 

RA: In the Army.  I didn’t get along with my mom.  

VV: So is that why you wanted to-- 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Where and when did you go, undergo basic training? 

RA:  At [inaudible] 

VV:  At where? 

RA:  Fort Ord, California. 
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VV:  Oh, OK. 

VV:  Describe basic training and what it was like. 

RA:  Well, it was, I remember when I was, the sergeant, made me shave, dry shave in front of 

everybody without putting anything on my face.  And the funny part about it is, is I met him after 

I came from Korea, in Fort Ord.  I outranked him.  

VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  The tables have turned.   Did basic training teach you all you needed to know? 

RA:  No.  They shipped me to Japan in February 1950.  So. 

VV:  Did you have a specialty in the military? 

RA:  I was a tank, tanker.  

VV:  Oh OK.  My brother actually wanted to be that, he’s in the Marines right now. 

RA:  I know how that is because there’s a guy here in town who wanted to be a tanker.  And he, 

he’s always telling me he wish he had been.  

VV:  Was it fun being a tanker? 

RA:  Oh yeah it was.  I went from a, assistant driver to tank commander when our sergeant got 

killed.  So.  

VV:  What were your feelings and attitudes about the military when you joined service? 

RA:  Well I was ready to go.  

VV:  You were ready to go? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  Yes.  
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VV:  What was it like going overseas and where did you go? 

RA:  I went to Osaka, Japan.  Took us 13 days to go on a ship over. 

VV:  Oh, a ship. 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  And how was that? 

RA:  Well it was rough.  Most of the guys on there got seasick.  

VV:  Oh yeah.  

VV:  And where did you- 

RA:  Where did I land? 

VV:  Yeah. 

RA:  Yokahama, Japan.  

VV:  OK. 

RA:  Then I went to Osaka.  The base that I was in in Japan was, it was an old military police 

outfit when, when I went there.  And they changed it over to a tank. 

VV:  Oh OK.  So that’s why you were there. 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  What was your first impression of the country you were assigned to? 

RA:  I loved it. 

VV:  You loved it? 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  What were the people like? 
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RA:  They were nice.  Real nice.  

VV:  Do you know, do you remember the surroundings? 

RA:  Well it was, I remember going down to, Tokyo in our tanks on the main street. 

VV:  Oh no. 

RA:  Yeah yeah, I remember that.  

VV:  Did you see what, people, like how they were staring at you or? 

RA:  Oh yeah, they just stared. 

VV:  Were they in awe? 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  What was your job in the military, were you only working a tank or did you do anything 

else? 

RA:  No, I was a tank commander all the time.  

VV:  OK. 

RA:  When I went to Alaska, I, well that was a little different job.  We had five tanks to every 

platoon, so. 

VV:  Walk us through a typical day, start to finish. 

RA:  Do what? 

VV:  Walk us through a typical day, start to finish. 

RA:  Oh, that’s pretty hard to do.  

VV:  Whatever you can remember.  
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RA:  Well, it was, I remember when we built some tank, built some tents, and the wind started 

blowing at uh, and it was a hurricane that blew ‘em all down. 

VV: Oh wow. 

RA:  Yeah it was, we were on Mt. Fuji at the time.  So-- 

VV:  Were you at the top? 

RA:  Nope.  We were about halfway.  

VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Was every day different or was it all equally hard? 

RA:  Oh, it was all different.  I enjoyed being in the service.  

VV:  What I want to know is, what was Japan’s role in the Korean War?  

RA:  Nothing. 

VV:  Nothing? 

RA:  No.  The war had just been over for about two years and they were very laid back.  

VV:  So were you there to keep tensions at bay?  

RA:  We never had any tensions.  

VV:  You didn’t have any tensions? 

RA:  No.  They were, they were just real nice to us.  I think people tried to make it right, you 

know, with us, because they started the war.  

VV:  Yeah.  So the war was already over by the time you were there. 

RA:  Yeah.  
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VV:  So, but you were in North Korea?  

RA:  Oh yeah.  

VV:  When did you get there? 

RA:  I got to, well we spent three, three months in South Korea before we pushed to go to North 

Korea.  We went up into Seoul, went up to North Korea, and went up to a [inaudible].  That’s 

where I got my feet frozen. 

VV:  So what did you do in those three months you were in South Korea?  

RA:  I fought like heck! 

VV:  You fought like heck? 

RA:  Oh yeah, we, I mean, we were fighting every day.  We’d go down a road and they would 

come behind us and dig it out and we’d come back there’d be a hole there.  

VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  So we had to go around it and that went on for a long time. 

VV:  Yeah. 

RA:  I know that the company commander sent a fella and I out to, he said there’s a North 

Korean out here, he says uh, find him and kill him.  That’s what he told us.  

VV:  Really? 

RA:  Yeah.  So, we went into the village and I kicked the door open and this North Korean 

jumped out of bed at me.  And I shot my pistol at him six times and missed him. 

VV:  Really? 

RA:  All six times.   And the fella behind me had an M1 rifle and he killed him with it. 
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VV:  Oh wow!  

RA:  But he was in bed with his North Korean, I mean this South Korean girl.  

VV:  Oh.  So I had a question to ask.  And what year was that? 

RA:  Nineteen...fifty. 

VV:  1950. 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  And is there anything else you remember from being in South Korea? 

RA:  Well when that letter, when we went up to, they sent my tank up to, to break up the, so the 

regiment could get out, and they thought we’d been killed.  

VV:  Oh no. 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Is there a time where you like--what was the most unforgettable moment that you had? 

RA:  I guess staying in my tank for four days, without, without coming out.  

VV:  Really? 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Why did you stay in for four days without coming out? 

RA:  They had us pinned down.  

VV:  Oh did they? 

RA:  Yeah, I mean, kept shooting at us.  That’s when I got my teeth knocked out.  

VV:  Oh wow! 

RA:  I got false teeth at home.  



 
8 

VV:  So that brings me to ask about, since you have a Purple Heart-- 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  How did you get wounded?  

RA:  Well I got that from frozen feet.  

VV:  Oh, the frozen feet.  

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Can you describe your recovery from that?  

RA:  I never did recover.  

VV:  Oh you really?  Oh. 

RA:  No.  Nope.  Still suffering.  

VV:  Still suffering, to this day? 

RA:  Yup.  

VV:  Wow.  

RA:  Can’t hardly walk.  

VV:  Can you describe what happened?  

RA:  It was just so cold, that’s why my feet froze.  The Marines had the mukluks and we didn’t. 

We just had boots. 

VV:  Oh OK. 

RA:  And they didn’t get too many feet frozen.  We did.  

VV:  Do you know of anyone else who got their feet frozen? 

RA:  There’s a fella in Redding that got his feet frozen. 
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VV:  Wow. 

RA:  But he was in the Marine Corps.  

VV:  OK.  Did this happen at nighttime or in the day? 

RA:  The frozen feet? 

VV:  Yeah. 

RA:  Just took hold.  

VV:  Oh, so it was just- 

RA:  It took three or four months to get frozen feet.  

VV:  Oh, yeah.  

RA:  What do you got to ask me next? 

VV:  What did you do during your off time for recreation?  

RA:  In Korea? 

VV:  Any place.  Whatever you feel most comfortable talking about. 

RA:  Well, in Korea we had no time off.  It was just, I was there 11 months, and we were either 

fighting or, that was it. 

VV:  Yeah.  

RA:  Then I came back and went to Alaska for about a year.  

VV:  Were you just vacationing there?  Or? 

RA:  (laughs)  

VV:  Were you there for a reason? 

RA: No. 
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VV:  (laughs) 

RA:  It was a company up there that, the 92nd tank outfit that I was in.  But the funny part of it 

was I’d made master sergeant, and, there was, we had five or six master sergeants in that outfit. 

VV:  (laughs) 

RA:  We never knew who was the boss.  

VV:  Everyone’s the boss.  

RA:  Yes, everyone.  

VV:  What is your evaluation of leadership you had in the field?  You could describe good or 

bad situations.  

RA:  Good.  Real good. 

VV:  Really good? 

RA:  Yeah.  Because most of these guys had enlisted and they weren’t drafted, so they made 

good soldiers. 

VV:  Because they wanted to be there? 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Did you communicate with friends and loved ones back in the states?  

RA:  A girlfriend. 

VV:  You had a girlfriend? 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  How often did you talk to her? 

RA:  Probably once or twice in all the time I was back there. 
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VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  11 months, then when I came home I went to visit my grandmother and grandfather in 

Ohio, and met my wife.  

VV:  (laughs) 

RA:  And that was it!  We’ve been married 63 years.  

VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  Well congratulations. 

RA:  I don’t know about that.  

VV:  Hey, it’s a long time.  Did you know the feelings of people in the United States, about the 

war? 

RA:  Well, they didn’t want us there.  You know, it was one of those things.  They feel bad about 

North Korea because they should’ve just let us go ahead and whip ‘em.  

VV:  Mhm. 

RA:  They didn’t.  

VV:  And how did you feel about North Korea? 

RA:  I didn’t think much of ‘em.  The only thing we did, we got into a bank over there, like this. 

Blew the safe. 

VV:  Oh. 

RA:  And got all the money out, and it was North Korean money.  We thought we were really 

rich.  
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VV:  What did you do with the money? 

RA:  Just threw it.  

VV:  Just threw it? 

RA:  Yeah, when we found out it wasn’t any good.  

VV:  Do you remember any other times you had in North Korea? 

RA:  I remember when we were down the road, we were pulling this North Korean trailer behind 

our tank.  A North Korean jumped on it, just riding on like he belonged there.  And I can 

remember him.  Then when we got up to, up to the Yellow River, there’s a young fella, came by 

our tank, and threw a dynamite that blew the tank up and killed everybody on the tank but the 

tank commander.  

VV:  Oh my god.  

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  So I take it that, it was just. 

RA:  We were fighting all the time. 

VV:  Uh huh.  Describe some of the most unforgettable people you met in the military. 

RA:  I guess my, Sgt. Tedford.  He got killed.  

VV:  Where at?  

RA:  Puson, when we first got there. 

VV:  Oh OK.  

RA:  Yeah.  He was something else.  He was an old timer.  

VV:  And how long did you know him? 
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RA:  I knew him for about six months.  So.  But I thought a lot of him.  

VV:  Yeah.  Is there an experience that had a great impact on you while serving in the war? 

RA:  No. 

VV:  No? 

RA:  No.  

VV:  Did you know what we were getting into?  Or what you were getting into? 

RA:  Oh, no.  No no.  We just, we were going over there and whip ‘em and in about two months, 

come home.  In fact, when we left Japan, we all shipped our dress uniform and to, we were going 

to pick ‘em up and we were going to parade with them.  And the war just lasted longer than that. 

VV:  Uh huh.  Do you, looking back now do you think it was a good idea going to war?  Or? 

RA:  Yeah, but we should’ve, we should’ve whipped ‘em.  I mean, the Russians were fighting 

with the North Koreans, and we should’ve, we should’ve whipped them, but--we’re going to 

fight them one of these days.  

VV:  Yeah.  

RA:  I’ll be gone by then. 

VV:  Do you think that would have changed the outcome of the situation now? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  Yeah.  It would’ve.  North Korea would’ve been part of South Korea.  And you 

oughta see, I’ve been back to South Korea seven or eight times.  And my wife went with me and 

my granddaughters.  And they, they liked it very much.  

VV:  Do you think serving in the military changed you? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  Yeah. 
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VV:  How so? 

RA:  I guess it made a man out of me.  I was, I was only 18 when I went to Korea.  Younger than 

you.  

VV:  Yeah.  

RA:  So.  I mean I was going to make a career out of it.  But I couldn’t get along with my mom 

so, yeah.  It’s one of those things.  

VV:  Did your mom, was she for or against you joining the military? 

RA:  She didn’t care.  No. 

VV:  She didn’t care? 

RA:  No.  

VV:  What was it like returning to civilian life? 

RA:  Well, I had gotten married.  And we bought a house.  And I had a baby boy, in fact I got 

two boys.  

VV:  Can you describe what you feel are your accomplishments, post-military life? 

RA:  Well, being president of the Korean War Veterans is what really helped.  That’s why I got 

to be a, I guess, I don’t know the, head of the, I don’t know what to call it.  I can’t think right. 

I’ll think of it.  

VV:  No worries.  What are your greatest accomplishments in the military?  

RA:  I think my Purple Heart, and I say, my Silver Star.  

VV:  Can you describe to me what a Silver Star is?  

RA:  Yes.  It’s the third medal next to the Congressional.  
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VV:  That’s a great accomplishment.  

RA:  Oh yeah.  

VV:  Have you gotten any military benefits after you left the service? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  

VV:  Like what? 

RA:  I’m 100 percent disability, and get paid almost $600 a month.  

VV:  Oh really? 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Wow. 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  Then you don’t have to worry. 

RA:  No.  No way.  

VV:  Not at all.  After serving in the military during wartime, what advice would you give to 

political leaders in the U.S.? 

RA:  Don’t give in.  Nope.  Don’t give in.  

VV:  And what do you mean by that? 

RA:  I mean just keep fighting until they all go away.  

VV:  Do you think compulsory military service would be a good idea for all American people? 

RA:  Nope.  

VV:  No? 

RA:  No.  You have to want to serve.  And some of them, they’re not gonna serve.  
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VV:  Yeah.  

RA:  No. 

VV:  So you don’t believe in a draft? 

RA:  No.  

VV:  At all? 

RA:  No.  We’ve been without it for years now, and, no I think we can get along without it.  

VV:  Yeah.  

RA:  I’d hate for my boys to go into the service.  But if they have to, they have to.  

VV:  Yeah.  

RA:  But they’re too old now.  One of them’s 60, and the other one’s 61, so- 

VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  Have you been happy with your medical care? 

RA:  Oh, very.  Very much so.  Oh yeah.  

VV:  How have they taken care of your- 

RA:  They (inaudible) all my medicine and they’ve been real good to me.  

VV:  Mhm.  Can you talk to me about your time at the United Nations?  [In the late 1980s, 

Adams met with the North Korean Mission at the United Nations in New York to seek approval 

from the North Korean government to visit and find remains of those left behind from the 

Korean War.] 

RA:  Well, not much to say.  
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VV:  Uh huh.  Well this is something you clearly feel very strong about. 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  Do you think diplomacy is important? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  

VV:  So you were in the Korean War from 1950 to 1951. 

RA:  Right.  That flight we took to Washington D.C.- 

VV:  How did you feel taking that flight? 

RA:  It was only three days, but my god they kept us busy all the time.  

VV:  What were you doing? 

RA:  On a bus most of the time.  

VV:  Oh. 

RA:  But, that was great.  

VV:  Mhm.  Can you describe what you did during the flight?  

RA:  Well, sat on an airplane for six hours.  We got to, landed in Maryland, and took a bus from 

there to the American Legion Booth and had supper and went to the hotel.  But what really got 

me is, there was ten sailors that met us and they saluted us.  

VV:  Mhm. 

RA:  That was nice. 

VV:  That’s good. 

RA:  Yeah.  (inaudible) A hundred and forty sailors met us there.  

VV:  Oh wow. 
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RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  So it was like a big celebration.  Basically. 

RA:  Yes, yes.  It was, it was nice.  

VV:  Was that your first flight or- 

RA:  Oh yeah.  Well with them it was but I enjoyed it.  

VV:  Did you meet President Bush and President Reagan at United Nations meetings or- 

RA:  No, no.  I was in Reagan’s office. 

VV:  You were in Reagan’s office? 

RA:  Yeah.  I met him there.  And Bush, I met him at the groundbreaking ceremony for the 

Korean War memorial.  

VV:  Oh OK. 

RA:  I enjoyed him.  I enjoyed Reagan more though.  

VV:  Why were you in Reagan’s office?  For any special reason? 

RA:  To, well, to kind of salute him for building our [memorial], the KWVA put up over $2 

million to build it.  

VV:  Mhm. 

RA:  Yeah.  

VV:  And you’re talking about this memorial? 

RA:  No, no no no. 

VV:  Or a different one? 

RA:  It was a different one.  The one that-- 
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VV:  Can you tell me about some of your friends in the military? 

RA:  Well, I met most of them after, when I was in office.  (points to a picture)  And he was a 

nice guy, he was especially nice.  

VV:  Did you travel anywhere after serving in the military? 

RA:  I went to Korea eight times or nine times.  I took my granddaughter with me, my oldest 

granddaughter, and she said, “grandpa, we’re going to go first class.”  And I said, “no we’re 

not.”  We got on the plane, and they put us in first class.  

VV:  Oh wow. 

RA:  She thought that was just great! 

VV:  She’s like, “perfect!” 

RA:  Yeah, yeah.  Takes 12 hours to go to Korea from Los Angeles. 

VV:  Mhm.  Would you say that’s your favorite place to go to?  Or? 

RA:  Korea?  South Korea?  Oh it’s beautiful!  Beautiful.  Their highways are fixed so if an 

airplane wants to land on them, they’re, they throw everything back and they can land on those 

airplanes on the highways. 

VV:  Oh wow, I didn’t even know that. 

RA:  Oh yeah.  That’s, that’s quite a thing.  

VV:  Yeah.  
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VV:  So I wanted to ask more about the tanks that you operated, and I looked up a few, but I 

wanted to get more clarification from you.  Do you know what kinds of tanks-- 

RA:  It’s an M24.  It had 20 Cadillac engines in it. 

VV:  And what role did tanks play in the Korean War? 

RA: Well, that’s the only armor that we had in there.  

VV:  So do you feel that, or, how would you say American tanks ranked among Soviet tanks? 

RA:  Ours were a lot better.  

VV:  In what way? 

RA:  Well, their armor wasn’t as thick on them.  In other words, we could knock them out a lot 

easier. [inaudible]  Did you learn anything in this? (holds up Korean War informational booklet) 

VV:  Yeah, I learned a lot, actually.  Kind of how, it started off as like wanting, they were 

separate and they wanted, well the communists wanted them to be united, and most of the war 

was trying to unite them, and then after a while it just, kind of gave up and then they’re like 

“okay, well let’s just--” 

RA:  Yeah, yeah. 

VV:  So it just went back to how it started. 
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RA:  Now they’re going to use rockets on us, so they say.  

VV:  Yeah, they’ve been saying that for a while now. 

RA:  Oh yeah, yeah.  

VV:  So I talked to my professor, and he said, he wanted me to ask you if you were like, the 

commander of the tank or like the actual driver of the tank? 

RA:  Yes, I was commander.  When I first went over there, I was assistant driver on the tank. 

When Sgt. Tedford got killed, I took over. 

VV:  OK.  I remember that from the beginning of our last interview.  And something else I 

wanted to ask...so did you only command one kind of tank, or-- 

RA:  That’s the only kind of tank that I ever was in, was an M24.  

VV:  Did you ever learn how to operate other ones? 

RA:  No.  I mean once you learn to operate a tank, you could operate any kind of tank. 

VV:  So that means they’re all pretty much similar. 

RA:  Like when you’re driving them, or when you’re loading them with ammunition.  

VV:  How many people were normally on board a tank? 

RA:  Five.  There was a driver, an assistant driver, a gunner, a loader, and a tank commander.  

VV:  So I wanted to bring up a story that we talked about in the last draft.  I wanted to ask, were 

you the tank commander when that man threw dynamite at the tank? 

RA:  Yes.  

VV:  You were the commander? 

RA:  Yeah.  It wasn’t my tank that they sent.  
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VV:  Do you know whose tank it was? 

RA:  It was one of our tanks, but it, I don’t remember who the, what the commander’s name was. 

It was a little kid came up beside him with dynamite and threw it on there and blew it up.  But he 

made it out. 

VV:  And you obviously made it out too.  Did it affect you profoundly?  Or was that just another 

day? 

RA:  It’s just another day. 

VV:  I wanted to know why you were set up at Mt. Fuji when that hurricane happened. 

RA:  Well, we just sent, we were there on maneuvers.  

VV:  Maneuvers for what? 

RA:  Just to learn how to operate our tanks.  

VV:  I wanted to know more about the time they sent your tank to get the regiment out and 

thought you’d been killed. 

RA:  They just didn’t hear from us, that’s all.  My radio was down, and I finally got through to 

them.  

VV:  So was the regiment trapped in any way? 

RA:  Yeah yeah, they had us surrounded.  

VV:  And how did that happen? 

RA:  Well, the infantry was surrounded, and we went up to break them out, and that’s how we 

got involved in it. 
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VV:  I don’t know if we clarified this, but you said you went from assistant driver to tank 

commander when your sergeant got killed.  When did that happen and do you know how he got 

killed? 

RA:  Well he got killed, he got hit in the shoulder with a .51 mm, made a hole in him about that 

big.  He was a WWII veteran.  

VV:  Oh really? 

RA:  Oh yeah. 

VV:  Do you remember his name? 

RA:  Just Sgt. Tedford.  

VV:  Oh OK. 

RA:  Ted.  Tedford. 

VV:  Did you feel any way about that? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  I thought a lot of him.  He was like a father to us.  

VV:  So you said that, the story about the sergeant who made you dry shave, that you ended up 

outranking, what fort was that? 

RA:  That was at Fort Ord, and I met him again in Tacoma, Washington, when I came back from 

the Korean War.  

VV:  Do you know what mukluks are? 

RA:  Mukluks.  They’re a boot.  They’re made for the winter.  

VV:  I know I asked a variation of this question earlier, but, did the violence you experienced 

affect you in any way? 



 
24 

RA:  Oh yeah.  

VV:  How so? 

RA:  Just tore me up.  Especially when we went up to break the infantry out.  That really got to 

me. 

VV:  How long did that situation last? 

RA:  Just all day. 

VV:  Just all day? 

RA:  Yeah. 

VV:  Did anything else that happened, come close to that situation? 

RA:  No.  

VV:  Can you tell me a little bit about making your way up to the Yellow River? 

RA:  That’s how we, we started at Pusan 

, and went into Seoul, and then went up into North Korea, and then the North Koreans, I mean 

when the Chinese came into the war, they drove us back down. 

VV:  Did you ever interact with the British forces? 

RA:  Oh yeah.  The ones that really fought on our side was the Turks.  They were mean. 

VV:  Really? 

RA:  Oh, they were mean.  

VV:  Do you know how many were in there? 

RA:  Probably a regiment. 

VV:  I wanted to know how the tanks operate.  
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RA:  What do you mean how they operate? 

VV:  Like what goes on in them.  

RA:  Well that’s pretty hard to answer.  I mean, when you’re in there, you can talk to the other, 

the other people on the crew.  They’ve got a hatch in the bottom that you can pull that hatch and 

it’ll fall out and you can climb out to the bottom of the tank.  Don’t tell the North Koreans that 

though. 

VV:  And why would you want to be at the bottom of the tank? 

RA:  In case your tank got blown up, you would pull that hatch and then fall out and climb out 

down to the bottom. 

VV:  That makes sense. 

 

 


